[Corticosteroids in high doses and sympathetic adrenergic response].
The sympathetic adrenergic response and some of its repercusions are anlayzed in 150 patients who underwent open-heart surgery. 75 received a high dose of steroids before bypass and rest served as control. The sympathetic adrenergic response measured by the level of steroids in blood, plasme and urine was similar in both groups. None of the metabolic actions attributed to corticosteroids (Gluconeogenesis, protein catabolism, mineralcorticoid effect), were observed. Postoperative hemorrage was not great in the group of patients who received steroids, the excellent circulation in this group of patients, showed by the clinical exploration and renal dynamics was noted.